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At Southport State School, we respectfully acknowledge the 

traditional custodians of the land, the Yugumbeh language 

group and the Kombumerri peoples, and recognise that this 

area has always been a place of teaching and learning.  We 

extend our respect to Elders past, present and emerging for 

they hold the memories, the traditions, the cultures and hopes 

of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Island Peoples.



Principal’s Address
Southport State School aims to provide a warm and supportive environment 
in which every child can grow with confidence. All members of our learning 
community are committed to helping young people reach their potential and 
achieve success at school, and make a successful transition to further study.

As a school and community, we know the importance of the partnerships with 
all of our stakeholders. Research shows that the most successful schools engage 
students, parents, carers and the community as partners in supporting student 
learning and wellbeing. 

For the past two years, Southport State School has developed strategies 
to engage with parents and the community. Overwhelming evidence has 
demonstrated that this engagement has had a positive effect on student 
achievement. This has led our school to continue to look for ways to 
strengthen partnerships. 

The Southport State School mission is to build connection and foster 
strong relationships with and between students, teachers, parents 
and carers, support staff, community, industry and business groups.

_______________ 
Taylor Haley 
Principal

President of the P&C Address
Through fostering strong relationships between the P&C and School, 
the community becomes involved in developing a shared goal. This and working together 
creates a stronger identity of what being a part of Southport State School means. The P&C 
have an important liaison role; linking parents, children and staff to form strong partnerships. 
We do this by engaging in effective communication to aid our decision making, which allows us 
to have a positive effect on the culture of our school and feed back into the community.

_______________ 
Abby Howard 
P&C President



Parent and Community Engagement Framework
Southport State School celebrates its diverse community and recognises the integral role parents and families 
play as partners in their children’s education. We recognise that schools play a critical role in supporting this 
diversity, engaging with the community, and modelling and fostering respectful relationships between learners 
and all members of the school. This framework outlines how the school, parents and the community work 
together to make a positive difference in our students’ education.

Parent engagement
Genuine parent engagement exists when there is a meaningful relationship between parents1 and teachers with the 
shared goal of maximising learning and wellbeing outcomes for students.

Parents are generally a child’s first teacher in their early years. A large body of evidence, spanning several decades, 
identifies the benefits of continued parent engagement throughout schooling for student learning outcomes. Parent 
engagement has been shown to improve students’ self-esteem, school attendance, and behaviour at school. In fact, 
Hattie (2008)2 estimated that effective parent engagement could add the equivalent of 2 or 3 extra years to a 
child’s education.

Parent engagement extends beyond parent involvement in volunteering at the school, to having a deliberate focus 
on influencing and improving learning and wellbeing outcomes. Parents are provided with ideas and strategies and 
are encouraged to collaborate with the school and community to strengthen partnerships and directly assist in 
supporting their child’s learning. Effective parent engagement creates authentic relationships valued by each party.

While the mode of engagement will vary with the child’s age, stage of learning, school and teachers, it may 
include parents:

 being supported to understand ways to discuss learning goals and aspirations with their child

 being kept up to date with their child’s learning in the classroom and how they can support 
 this at home

 using appropriate games to improve their child’s literacy and numeracy

 being assisted to arrange effective learning spaces for their child

 being assisted to develop effective strategies and techniques to enhance their child’s wellbeing.

Community engagement
Community engagement refers to the establishment of sustainable relationships with the local community to 
improve students’ learning and wellbeing outcomes and assist students to understand their role in the broader 
community. Community partners may include child and health services, community organisations, sporting 
clubs, education and training providers, government organisations, local businesses and industry. Through these 
partnerships, schools increase their ability to offer a range of experiences, real life learning opportunities, support 
and resources that are not available within the school to improve students’ learning and wellbeing outcomes.

Community partnerships can open pathways to better health and wellbeing for students and their families, 
assist in providing access to support services, and improve students’ future employment prospects and further 
education opportunities.

Parents + Community
With less than 15 per cent of a student’s time spent at school each year, there are many hours in a day, week and 
year, in which parents, families and the community can guide and influence students’ learning opportunities and 
outcomes through simple, low-cost and even no-cost, interactions.

Diverse communities
Queensland comprises a diverse range of school communities, students, parents, families and teachers. At Southport 
State School, diversity is celebrated and supported through an inclusive culture that promotes the skills and insights 
of all people irrespective of age, gender, ethnicity, generation, sexual orientation or disability.

¹Throughout the document, where the term ‘parent’ is used it refers to parents, carers, kinship and families. 

²Hattie, J., 2008. Visible Learning: A Synthesis of Over 800 Meta-Analysis Relating to Achievement. Routledge.



5 elements of the parent and 
community engagement framework
Below are the five key elements of parent and community engagement:

Communication 
Effective communication is an exchange between students, 
parents, communities and schools that is inclusive and 
involves information sharing and opportunities to learn 
from each other.

Partnerships with parents 
Partnerships between parents, students and schools 
promote student learning, wellbeing and high expectations 
for student success.

Community collaboration 
Relationships between the school and wider community 
strengthen the ability of schools and families to support 
student learning, wellbeing and developmental outcomes.

Decision-making 
Parents, students and community members play 
meaningful roles in school decision-making.

School culture 
Respectful relationships between students, parents and the 
school community are valued and enhance the promotion 
of student learning and wellbeing.
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1. Communication

At Southport State School we believe effective communication between schools, parents, 
students and the community forms the foundation for developing and maintaining partnerships. 
To have a significant impact on student outcomes, ongoing communication needs to be open and 
honest and focused on student learning and wellbeing.

At Southport State School we communicate through our:

  Special Education Transition Picnic
  Parent information sessions 
  Social Media 
  Digital notice board
  Information and student celebration display board
  SMS updates and notifications
  Fortnightly newsletters: whole school and year levels 
  Access to interpreters for families whom English is an 
  additional language or dialect (EAL/D)
  Parent and Community (P&C) meetings
  Principal Star Cards
  Weekly PB4L awards
  Partnerships of Learning conversations
  Academic Reporting 
  Preparatory (prep) Transition program, 
  including parent information sessions



2. Partnerships with parents

At Southport State School we believe quality partnerships require a reciprocal 
commitment from staff and parents to respectfully work together to improve 
student learning and wellbeing. Learning is not limited to the classroom. The 
beliefs, expectations and experience of parents are powerful determinants 
in students’ achievement. Building strong partnerships between parents and 
teachers helps cultivate a holistic learning environment.

At Southport State School we foster partnerships with parents through:

  Maintaining positive and professional relationships
  Teacher meet and greets (end of year transition process)

  Parent information sessions

  SEP transition picnic

  Prep play and picnic (P&C)

  Partnerships of learning

  Workshops for parents/carers 

  P&C (Parents and Citizens)

  School council 

  Grandparents day 

  Parent opinion survey

  Prep transition program

  Parent volunteers

  Parent TV



3. Community collaboration

Schools do not exist in isolation – they play an important role as one of the central hubs of 
their community. 

At Southport State School we work together with other community members and organisations 
for the benefit of all. Community members and organisations offer unique knowledge, expertise 
and perspectives that we use to enhance student wellbeing and make learning more authentic 
and connected.

At Southport State School we collaborate with the community via:

  School Council
  Sport gala days (engaging with other schools within the community)
  Inviting childcare to access our facilities and participate in school events
  Student Eco Warriors program - Containers for Change
  Invite external organisation and services to present workshops for parents (e.g. PPP)
  Queensland Fire Brigade and Queensland Police Service visits
  Invitations for past students to be guest speakers at graduation
  Collaboration with National Returned Servicemen as part of the ANZAC Day ceremony
  Collaboration with local RSL for Remembrance Day and associated activities
  Under 8’s Day
  P&C fundraisers
  Participation in the Gold Coast Eisteddfods



4. Decision-making

Parent and community involvement in Southport State School’s decision-making 
processes, encourages greater ownership and ensures local needs are reflected. 
Decisions about student needs involve effective consultation and collaboration 
with stakeholders and open and transparent communication at all stages of 
the process. Reciprocal trust and ownership of decisions assists in successful 
implementation.

At Southport State School we make decisions through consultation with:

  P&C
  School Council
  Informal surveys to parents
  Student Representative Council 
  School Opinion Survey
  Local Consultative Committee 



5. School culture

Nurturing a culture that respects and values difference amongst the whole school community 
is vital in supporting the inclusive engagement of all families. Southport State School values 
respectful relationships between the school, students, parents and the community.

At Southport State School we foster positive school culture through the implementation of:

  Sunshine Awards
  Positive Behaviour for Learning (PB4L)
  An inclusive support model
  Chaplaincy service 
  Principal Awards and end of semester Movie Reward Celebration
  Student of the Week awards
  Access to interpreters during important information sharing opportunities 
  and  parent teacher meetings, as appropriate
  Access to community garden and yarning circle
  Wellbeing Committee
  Transition Experience Day 
  Grandparents Day
  Multicultural Day
  Athletics Carnivals (Junior and Senior)
  Cross Country 
  Disability Action Week events
  End of year concert
  ANZAC Ceremony
  Southport’s Got Talent
  NAIDOC week celebrations 
  Under 8s Day
  Volunteer’s Afternoon Tea
  Annual Art Show 
  Instrumental Showcase 
  Science Week events
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